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IF YOU’RE WOUNDED IN ACTION IN IRAQ OR AFGHANISTAN, YOU HAVE A MORE THAN 90 

PERCENT CHANCE OF COMING HOME WITH A HEARTBEAT. THAT’S THE BEST SURVIVAL 

RATE IN THE HISTORY OF WAR: UP FROM 76 PERCENT IN VIETNAM, 70 PERCENT IN 

WORLD WAR II, AND DON’T-EVEN-ASK-BECAUSE-YOU’RE-DEAD BEFORE THAT. THIS NEW 

CALCULUS IS ONE OF THE ONLY CONSISTENT BRIGHT SPOTS TO COME OUT OF A 

DECADE OF BLOODSHED, THE RESULT OF A SYSTEM THAT FERRIES SOLDIERS FROM 

WHEREVER THEY FALL TO A FIELD SURGEON, USUALLY IN LESS THAN AN HOUR, AND 

HOME FOR EVEN MORE SPECIALIZED TREATMENT, OFTEN WITHIN A WEEK. BUT IT ALL 

DEPENDS ON THAT FIRST RESPONSE, THE HELICOPTER RIDE NEARLY EVERY WOUNDED 

WARRIOR HAS IN COMMON.



L’elicottero è sicuramente 

fotogenico

Ma è anche efficace?



Further randomized studies are 

necessary!



















Efficacia dell’elisoccorso: 

una questione di 

Organizzazione del sistema?

Qualità di intervento? 

Tempi?

Costi?



Continuity of care



We need to assure the quality of prehospital 

emergency care. 

We need to assure the quality of airway 

management, not only the success of a single 

manoeuvre.
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Prehospital Ultrasound



Pazienti tempo-dipendenti

• Indicazioni: 

– Traumi addominali chiusi 

instabili con FAST +

– Traumi penetranti tronco 

instabili

– Traumi penetranti con 

indicazione chirurgica 

– Traumi toracici chiusi in 

peri/arresto cardiaco



Case report 

• Allarme: 14.14

• Atterraggio: 14 25

• Decollo: 14.39

• Atterraggio piazzola: 14.49

• OR: 14.59
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CONCLUSIONI



• Evidenze su miglioramento outcome pazienti 

soccorsi e centralizzati direttamente da 

elisoccorso a trauma center

• Metodologia di studio

• Survey su qualità interventi preH

• Raccolta dati sistematica e multicentrica

• Analisi del sistema ed effetto delle variazioni di 

protocolli e procedure

CONCLUSIONI



Dispatch

Evaluation by
CO 118 

team BLS team ALS

Does the benefit of on scene 
intervention outweigh the 
disadvantage of delayed arrival in 
hospital? …are difficult to quantify 
scientifically

Lockey, 2001 Resuscitation


